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Purpose 
The Ralph M. Brown Act is a Californian state code, an act of the California State Legislature that was coined by assembly member known as Ralph M. Brown and passed in 1953 (Hennion, 1965). The purpose of the act is that it guarantees the public's right to attend and contribute in meetings organized by the local legislative bodies within the California State. Thus, the act gives the Californians a chance to take part in the sessions held by the public officers to ensure that they get to know what is happening.
Historical Context
The Ralph M. Brown Act was enacted in response to growing public concerns regarding the secret meeting and workshops that were organized by the public officers. The local elected officials at this particular point in time used to organize informal, undisclosed meeting and the residents of the state were not happy about it, and they wanted to get involved in the meetings and be given a chance to contribute to the issues that were tabled during the meetings (Hennion, 1965). The Brown Act exclusively applies to California City and the county government agencies, councils and boards.
Key Provisions of the Ralph M. Brown Act
One of the key provision of the Brown Act is that the act requires that all meetings of the legislative body be open and public. The act defines a legislative meeting to be any congregation of members of a legislative body who have gathered to hear, discuss, or deliberate upon any item that is within the subject matter jurisdiction of the legislative body (Hennion, 1965). The act also prohibits a series of individual contacts if they result in a serial meeting. A serial meeting is defined as the one whereby communication or meetings between individuals where they result in exchanging ideas amongst a majority of the legislative body. The other key provision of the Brown Act is that all public business to be carried out openly. This can be ensured by having prior notice and agenda requirements. The meeting agendas to be discussed in the meeting must contain a brief description of all the business to be conducted or discussed at the meeting. Besides, the Brown Act also provides that during any public meeting, the public must take part in the discussions. 
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